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Minister hints at possible end of contract doctor system

By RAGANANTHINI
VETHASALAM
raga@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: The contract
doctor system may finally come
to an end, as Health Minister
Datuk Seri Dr Dzulkefly Ahmad
has hinted at a strong push to
resolve the long-standing issue.
“To all our doctors. We hear
you, we value you, we are with
you, always. Together, we will
endeavour to end the era of con-
tract doctors (from what was sup-
posedly an interim arrangement
in 2016).” he said in a post on X.

-—

The contract system was intro-
duced in 2016 to cope with a sur-
plus of medical graduates but has
since drawn criticism for creating
a host of problems, including
manpower shortages, brain drain

and job insecurity.

The issue became especially
critical during the Covid-19 pan-
demic, when the limitations of the
system were laid bare.

Before 2016, medical officers
were appointed on a permanent

Malaysian  Medical
Association has also called for the
abolition of the contract system to
ensure better retention of doctors
in the public healthcare sector.
Dzulkefly also said that offer
letters for permanent appoint-
ments will be issued on Aug 18,
with reporting dates starting as

early as Oct 2.

The appointments will be car-
ried out in three phases, and the
minister gave his assurance that
principles of fairness and seniori-
ty will be upheld.

The Health Ministry has been
working closely with the Finance
Ministry, Public  Service
Commission and Public Service
Department to fast-track hiring.

Responding to a comment from
netizen Farid Ibrahim, who high-
lighted disparities between con-
tract and permanent doctors in
terms of pay and career progres-
sion, Dzulkefly acknowledged the

concern and pledged action.

“I'm fully aware of this predica-
ment and have already initiated
action to correct and regularise
this irregularity. Wish us well,” he
replied.

Farid had pointed out that
under the current system, years
of service under contract are not
counted toward salary grade or
promotions, effectively forcing
doctors to start from zero when
converted to permanent roles.

On July 23, Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim
announced that 4,352 new doc-
tors will be hired this year.




Cukai naik tak ubah
kehendak perokok

Golongan itu mungkin
beralih kepada rokok
haram yang dibawa masuk
dari luar negara

Oleh DIANA AZIS
SHAH ALAM

enaikan kadar cukai tembakau

tidak mengubah kehendak pe-

rokok tegar malah golongan itu

ungkin beralih kepada rokok

haram yang dibawa masuk dari luar ne-
gara.

Pakar Perubatan Kesihatan Awam,
Fakulti Perubatan Universiti Kebangsaan
Malaysia (UKM), Profesor Dr Sharifa Ezat
Wan Puteh berpandangan, tembakau
haram djual pada harga yang lebih mu-
rah dengan beberapa kajian menunjuk-

kan beban pengguna rokok
haram sekitar 50 peratus
hingga 60 peratus daripada
kegunaan rokok negara.
“Rokok haram menjadi
beban kepada negara kerana
penyakit disebabkan rokok
masih dilaporkan di ke-
mudahan kesihatan dan hos-
pital antaranya kanser paru-
paru, COAD (Penyakit
Pulmonar: Obstruktif Kronik),
emphysema dan sebagainya.
“Peningkatan kos di-
sebabkan cukai rokok secara tidak lang-
sung akan mengurangkan pembeli rokok
bercukai, namun perokok bertukar ke
rokok haram dan rokok elektronik,” kata-
nya kepada Sinar Hanan pada Jumaat.
Sebelum ini Perdana Menteri, Datuk
Seri Anwar Ibrahim dilapor memaklum-
kan, kerajaan sedang mempertimbang
cadangan menaikkan kadar cukai tem-
bakau selari komitmen kerajaan ter-
hadap kesihatan awam dan pembaharu-

DR SHARIFA EZAT

an hasil negara.

Ketika ini, cukai temba-
kau di Malaysia mewakili 58.6
peratus daripada harga runcit
dan tiada prosedur tetap bagi
pelarasan atau penilaian ber-
kala dilaksanakan.

Sebagai rekod, kali ter-
akhir kadar cukai tersebut
dinaikkan adalah pada
September 2014,

Dalam pada itu Sharifa
Ezat berpendapat, pe-
nguatkuasaan lain perlu di-
laksanakan seiring pendidikan kesthatan
berterusan dengan memben perhatian
kepada golongan kanak-kanak serta be-
lia agar tidak cuba merokok atau guna
rokok elektronik.

“Ada cadangan menaikkan (kadar
cukai) ke 60 peratus hingga 75 peratus
daripada harga jualan rokok pasaran.

“Ini bukan hanya menambah pen-
dapatan negara tetap: mengekang pem-
belian kerana ia semakin mahal,” ujarnya.



RMK13

Peluang industri perubatan, pakar
kesihatan hasilkan inovasi pintar

e Malaysia mampu menjadi peneraju kepada
bidang pengajian tinggi dalam kejuruteraan
dan Leknologi bioperubatan dalam kalangan

negara di Asia Tenggara

® Dalam sektor kesihatan yang tidak dapat lari
daripada penggunaan teknologi dan peralatan
perubatan canggih, peranan jurutera, pakar teknologi
dan juruteknik bioperubatan harus diarnbil kira

Oleh Profl Madya Nashrul Fazli
Mohd Nasir
bhrencana@bh.comamy

Malaysia adalah panzeluar perand peruba-
tan rerbesar di Asia Tenggara dan jumlzh
eksporr ralnman kira herjumiah ASST hilion
(1EM25.4 hilion),

Negara kia juga menghasilsan hamplr
50 peratus pengeluaran sarung tangan getah
dunia dan menyaleikan majorith penee
lwaran kaleter perulelan dunia adalah
sebanyak 80 peralus dari Malayeia,

Kebanyakan produk peranti perubatan
AMzlaysia kini diekspart ke Amerika Syari-
Kat (AS), Jerman, Jepun dan Ching. Justeru,
in |nﬂmn]ukk'an produk pernhatan Ma-
laysia berkoalini dan dipercayai pengguna
serata dunia,

Industrt peranti perubatan negara sepern ‘diam
diam ubl’. Contohnya, kadar pertumbubian ahunan
Lerkwmpul gchingea 2028 dlanggarkan beekembang pada
7 hingpa § peralus bagi seltor ind

Periard ini diakui Menter Kesihatan, Datuk Seri
Dr Dzulkefly shmd, paxda Pensidangan (.:m an‘mu
Peranti Perubatan Anrarabangsa (INDEC

Sakear ini menyumhang kira RMushi on
kepada ekonnmi negara pracds menjana lehih 45,010
pekeriaan tampatan sejzk 2012, i hawah Rangka Nelan
Indulk Perindustrian Bahara ONIME 2030), industr ini
dikenal pasti sehagan sektor penting meningkatkan nila
pelaburan negara.”

Heupavaan industri perand perubatan lempalan
Lidak harus dipandang rendab, Ja tdak techad kepada
prranli perubalaon berasaskan yelab semata-nat, kelapd
mencakupl produk berteknologi dngei sepecti perentak
jantung, implan ortopedik, stent kanfiovaskular dan
pethigai peranti terapeutik dan disgnostik elektoper-
hatan,

Oleh i, penmamuman Perdana Mentard, Datuk
Seri Anwar Thrahim dalam Rancangan Malaysia Ke-13
URME LD memperuntukkan sebanyal 1RG0 B lon
untuk memperkasakan scktor kesthatan seharusnya
disambut gembira nrereka vang terbabit dalam industed
peranli perubatan dan penjagsan kesibalan negaca.

Peeuntukan ini bakal digunakan woluk memban-
punkan dan meaaik taraf hospital serts klinik kerajaan
sedia ads. Perbelaniaan ini semesriny s memiahitkan
prmbielian dan mengik taraf peralacan parubacan di
fasilin kesiharan kersjaan.

Perymmkan ini akan memhuka peluang kepada peng
mnaan lehih hanyalk perann diagnostik dan terapennk,
implan berkualiti tinggi dan alat pengukuran serta
pemanlavan kesthatae buatan lanpatan,

Rakyat porlu alat Kesihatan
ttadit

Lo seroeenangnya menwpatl keheadak kerawan dan
rakyat yang amat memerlukan peralatan kesihatan
berkmaliti, retapi kna rendah hagi mengurangkan per-
belamaan semasa tanpa herkampromi dengan hilangan
pervalatan im yang samakin meningkar, ssiring dengan
pertambahan pesakir.

RMK jugza mementinglkan pembangunan golongan
profisional dalam sektor kesihatan, Rangka kerda pada
peringlal kebangsaan sedang dibangunkan unluk

menangand isu kekurangan swnber nanusia vang
seqnestinyd melipud latihan prageckhidmalan, pen-
gambilan s#rta perkembangan keriayva dalam ssktor
kesihatan.

Ramgi mungkin melihat isn ini hanya memhshir-
lzan pembanginan maodal insan profesyen kedolito-
ran dan kejuroravwatan semata-mata. Namun hegim,
dalam sektor kesiharan yang tidak dapar lavi daripa
da penggunaan eknologl dan peralatan perubatan
cangeih, peranan jurutera, pakar teknologi dan
Juruleknik bioperubatan barws diambil kira.

Mereka beclangg ungjawab memeslikan peca-
Lalan perubalan ind selamal digwakon doklos,
Jururawat dan pesakit. Oleh itu, peruntukan RMEL3
ini harns digunakan untuk mengiktivaf profesyen
Jurutera. pakar teknologi dan jurutaknik biomadik
sehagai profesinnal penting di samping menaik raraf
kebolehan golongan ini menesi latihan pangzurn
san perann pernbaran dan pemhangman kemahi-
ran teknikal,

Kompetensl golongan profisional ini amal keill
kal bagl mensastikan keberkesanan sistem penyan
paian kesibatan kepada rakyal. Dari sudul pembar-
gunan teknolori dan peranti perubatan, RMELS juga
balcal ertumpu kependa digilalisasi sistem kesibalan
hospital dan klinik kesihatn awam.

Tni dilakukan dengan vnkong pert
dats merentas fasilin kesihatan dengan keeerda-
san baatan (Al) sehagai pemacu analisis kesihatan
bevimpak tinggi,

Kemenrerian Kesihatan (KKM) terutama Pihak
terkuasa Herantd Perubatan menyedari perisian
perubalan scharusnva dipantau dan diikal dengan
peraturan seperli mana perant perubatan Heikal
Lain.

Namun. tanps bantuan jurutecs dan pakar teknn-
Iogi dalam bidang bv.rkunan. hasrat kerajaan untuk

Malaysia menufo hospiial pintar, kesthatan digital
LS

»>

oleh menjadi jambatac kepada pakar bidang AL

denygan dokor dan prolesional kesihatan Lain supaya
dapat meniadikan sisrem Al dibangunkan hakal
membaka lembaran baharu dalam inovasi kesihatan
i Malayzia.

Inisiarif yang baleh dihanzunkan pakar ini
termasuk Tnternet Peranr Parihatan (6T}, sistem

o lan operasi perubaran,

Ix antl diagnostik pintar serta anallsls berdasaan
data besar, Semua ind mampu mengubah Malaysia ke
cra hospital pintar dan kesihatan digital,

Purkembangan ini memerlukan sinecel dacipeda
SRR O3 badan kerajson unluk memaslikan
Agenda mnal dan ‘Buatan Malaysia’ unmuk

ma i antara kementerisn sepert
Kementerian Pelahuran, Teragangan dan Indusrri
OVITH, Kementerian Saing, Teknologi dan Inovasi
(OSTT), Kementerian Pengajian Tingzi (KPT) dan
KM harus di gembleng untuk memasti kan ekosistem
penyelidikan, inovast, reka bentuk dan peagkormer-
slalan perant) perubatan dapat dilaksanakan dalam
lempoh RMEL3.

Dalam hal ini, Malaysia mampu menjadi peneraju
kepada bidang penpaiian tnygi dalam kejuruteraan
dan teknnlogi hinperubatan dalam kalsngan negars di
Asia Tenggara.

Terdapat sembilan institusi pengajian inggl awam
dan swasta menawarkan program Kejuruteraan
sioperubatan daripada peringkat pengajian diploma
sehingzalah hazah kedoktoran,

RMK13 scharusnya diambll peluang industrl
perant perubalan Malavsia, jurulesa dan pakar
leknotogi uerubal'm. penyelidik akademik dan peme-
wang larubh dalam bidang penjagaan kesibalan untuk
k'an.st'm'mun lanciskap kesihatan negara.

ain memantapkan industri pembuatan pecant
pmnmnsedm #da, penghazilan produk paranti
pernbaran berasaskan teknologi finggi dan Al harus
menyepadukan projek penyelidikan dan pemhan-
wepada Tahap Kesediaan Teknologi




# Local authorities adopting humane measures
such as neutering, vaccination, advocacy
campaigns and rehoming drives

Shift in approach to manage strays

KUALA LUMPUR: The rising
population of strays poses safety and
health risks to the public, with the
responsibility of managing the issue
falling on local authorities under the
Housing and Local Government
Ministry.
Often accused by activists and
animal lovers of inhumane culling
practices, the authorities have since
improved their approach, guided by
policies and regulations introduced
by the ministry over the past decade.

In fact, the ministry has actively
allocated special funds to local
authorities nationwide to address
issues involving stray cats and dogs.

This year, the ministry allocated
RM10,000 to the Johor Bahru City
Council to implement programmes
for neutering, vaccination, advocacy
and pet adoption.

Last year, it disbursed RM1.21
million to local authorities for seven

complaints over the past year related
to animal disturbances in public
areas, including cats and dogs.

“Of that number, 1,393 involved
dogs, 222 complaints were related to
cats and 96 complaints concerned
crows,” said its Health Department
director Dr Nurnawwar Arpaaii.

She said the council refers to
various regulations to manage the
issue, including the Dog Licensing
!!y-l,aws 20070 an‘(‘i _l..he:" Animal

ure.

Each complaint is investigated.
For cases involving wildlife, they are
referred to the Department of Wildlife
and National Parks, while domestic
animals such as dogs and cats are
handled by the council’s special unit
through capture and temporary
placement at the MBS] Animal
Centre in Taman Perindustrian
Puchong Utama.

MBS uses the reference ‘street dogs’ instead of ‘stray dogs, a gesture that reflects a
more sensitive and humane approach towards animals.

llcwever, key cha]]enges remam
from

llaxd to-reach areas such as thick
rbrush, hillsides or multi-st
buildings make control efforts more
difficult.

On comprehensive approaches
such as neutering, vaccination and
long-term care, she said such efforts
require cooperation from various
parties.

“Community support is vital to
ensure both animal welfare and the
safety of local communities. Without
public understanding and active
involvement, current control efforts
will not be sustainable in the
long run”

MBS]J also adheres to the latest
ministry guidelines, in which the
term “stray dogs” has been replaced
with “street dogs, a change that
reflects a more sensitive and humane
approach toward animals.

Programmes such as Animal Care

the i i

by the

Animal Welfare Foundation and
educational initiatives by SPCA
Selangor on responsible pet
ownership could serve as models for
local councils to develop more
effective community-based plans.

An integrated approach involving

stray animal management.

Additionally, several local

p food,
medical treatment and a clean
environment  through special

at the same locations raise questions
about the effectiveness of long-term

councils have taken more p
steps such as establishing shelters for
stray animals collected within their
jurisdictions, including the Sepang
Municipal Council, Kuala Lumpur
City Hall and the Klang Royal City
Council.

Sharing its experience with
Bernama, the Subang Jaya City
Council (MBS]) said it received 1,851

11 : Asal g-t
measure, lhe_ council has mm)duoed

Residential areas and public parks

near I zones have been

a dog i system i all
pet owners to obtain licences for dogs
aged three months and above.

The move aims to control the dog
population, ensure full vaccinations

identified as hotspots, with records
showing repeat complaints within six
months.

One of the main causes is
feeding the animals

ly, which attracts them

and facilitate of animal
health and beh in urban
communities. back to those locations.

“I would like to h the apps, and
i of using official igns with NGOs
such as the WhatsApp hotline and  such as F5- Slrays and Noah's Ark

the MBS] app. Immediate action can
only be taken if complaints include
complete information such as
location and visual evidence.
“Complaints made via social
media without an official report make
our investigations difficult”
Nurnawwar also pointed out
that geographical [factors often

Natural Animal Shelter has the
potential to  foster  deeper
understanding and empathy among
the public towards street animals.
Nurnawwar said with consistent,
inclusive and community-friendly
educational programmes in place,
street animal management policies
could move towards being more
inable, h d effective in

become a major barrier in
stray animals.

an
the long term.




